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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Facebook PSNJ Member Page

Dear Members,
Keeping one’s art practice during this pandemic can be challenging on 
many levels and certainly requires adjustment in the way we do things. 
The same is true for our organization – we are using Zoom for board 
meetings, have rescheduled several events and have turned the current 
Members Show into our first online show – and what a beautiful show 
it is! Congratulations to our award winners!
Coming up is our rescheduled General Meeting and we are still 
uncertain whether we will be able to meet in person. Our recent survey 
indicated an interest in a plein air program held outdoors and we 
are exploring our options. To that end, please revisit our March 2018 
newsletter, which included two articles on taking our pastels outdoors. 
See https://artspan-fs.s3.amazonaws.com/member_files/psnj_admin/
PSNJ_March_2018_-_2ndFinalREV.pdf
We may also incorporate a summer long theme for our FB group page 
involving painting from life. Stay tuned.
Membership drive will start soon, and you will notice a slight raise 
in membership dues, previously established in May 2015, due to 
increased operation expense. See more on page 9.
Elections are coming up late October and it is time more of us stepped 
up to relieve our long serving volunteers. Please see articles on Page 11.
Lastly, I would like to thank all our board members for their continued 
dedication. I especially would like to thank our Membership Chair 
and 1st VP for the beautiful work she has done in 
preparing our online show presentation and editing 
this newsletter. Thank you, Carol!
Wishing us all peaceful inspiration. Stay safe.

Michal Barkai, President 
Pastel Society of New Jersey

June 2020
Members Exhibition

On-line 

June 28, 2020 (subject to change) 
General Meeting  

Madison Community House
25 Cook Ave, Madison, NJ 
2 - 4 pm

October 25, 2020 
General Meeting  

Demo by Susan Story
Madison Community House
25 Cook Ave, Madison, NJ
2 - 4 pm

October 26 and 27, 2020
Susan Story Workshop

Borough Improvement League, 
Old Franklin Schoolhouse,  
491 Middlesex Avenue,  
Metuchen, NJ

November 2020
Annual Juried Exhibition

Crane’s Mill
459 Passaic Avenue,  
West Caldwell, NJ

November 2020
Biennial Signature & 
Board Members Exhibition

To be announced

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/exhibition-information.html
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FEATURED AWARD WINNERS

Fifteenth Annual Members Exhibition Online
June 1, 2020 – June 30, 2020
Exhibition Judged by:
Ellen Eagle, PSA-MP

“Vigorous, exciting application of pastel, dramatic light”

Ellen Eagle was kind enough to make a commentary 
on each of her fourteen choices. See Judge’s comments 
under each painting.

To see entire online show, click the button below or go 
to:  NEED LINK INFO.

“Outstanding control of pastel, values, and tones.” 

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/exhibition-information.html
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FEATURED AWARD WINNERS

“Bold compostion”

See Judge’s comments under each painting

“Sophisticated work.”

“Expressive of mood”“Unique compostion and very good texture”

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/exhibition-information.html
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FEATURED AWARD WINNERS

“Very good flesh tones.”

See Judge’s comments under each painting

“Excellent control of pastel.”

“Sensitive application of pastel.”“Lively application of pastel.”

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/exhibition-information.html
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FEATURED AWARD WINNERS

“Excellent color.”

See Judge’s comments under each painting

“Nice textures and light.” 

“Sweet and loving.”“Creative expression of flowers.”

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/exhibition-information.html
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FEATURED VOLUNTEERS         

After the Ice Storm

Willow

Laurie Harden
I help with refreshments and hanging the  shows. While 
I am not currently involved with other organizations, 
I have helped in the past to hang shows, contact fellow 
artists, organize art auctions, solicited donations, etc.
I have a very cluttered studio in my home, where I work 
on my pastels, oil paintings, drawings and illustrations. 
It is crammed full of art supplies, artwork, reference 
photos, a sewing machine,  easel, drawing table, trolley 
full of pastels, flat file, and painting racks for my pastels. 
I also share studio space with the Art Workshop in 
Boonton where I teach private classes and work in 
oils.  There are 13 other members and we all have a 
small personal space in the 3 rooms, plus group space, 
painting racks, kitchenette, bathroom, etc.
I sketch out my design in charcoal or pencil first- with 
landscapes, I sometimes jump right into the landscapes 
without a sketch, but for my figurative work, I make 
sure I have a good likeness before I start in with my 
pastels or oils. I lay in my underpainting next ( I don’t 
always do an underpainting though, it depends on the 
surface I am working on), and then proceed with my hard pastels,  layering in 
my softer pastels on top. I am so in love with the Terry Ludwigs that I sometimes 
jump straight into them.

Inspiration is usually from something I’ve seen,  a 
photo I’ve taken, an expression that has touched me  
But I also find that my experience as an illustrator 
influences me, as my work tends to tell a story. I 
have even revisited my Science Fiction and Mystery 
illustration past for some of my themes. I do like to 
work in series, as each piece leads to the next.  
On my easel now I have a couple of portraits I am 
just finishing, and  a landscape I am blocking in. 
My favorite pastels are Terry Ludwigs, Unison, 
Richeson and NuPastels. I like Pastel Premier 
Paper, my own gessoed with marble dust support, 
or Canson Mi  Teintes.
I also work in oils  and charcoal or pencil. And as an art 
teacher I have taught pen & ink, gouche, watercolors, oil 
pastel resist paintings, linoleum blocks and mono prints, 

- Featured Volunteers continued on next page

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
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FEATURED VOLUNTEERS         
Laurie Harden continued

Beth Varkala
Enjoying art from and early age, I pursued my passion 
at SUNY College at Purchase, where I received my BFA. 
My career began as a commercial artist, but years later 
transitioned into education. 
I received my Teacher 
of Art certification and 
enjoyed a 15-year career as 
an art teacher to students 
with special needs. During 
that time I received many 
honors including Teacher 
of the Year. 

Upon retiring in 2013, I decided to further my studies 
in various media. This is when I discovered pastel. I was 
drawn to the it”s immediacy and blending capabilities, 
which enriches my style of painting. My inspirations 
originate from my admiration for artists, Edward Hopper, 
Winslow Homer, and my travels throughout New England. 

From an Admirer

and colored pencils. I have enjoyed dabbling in all of those media 
too. Usually the painting I have in mind will dictate what medium to 
work in.
I am proud of my many art awards and prestigious shows I have been 
juried into.  But most of all I am proud of the way my 2 grown sons 
have turned out.  

I don’t wait for “inspiration” to hit, I plow ahead with my 
artwork every day and usually the “inspiration” catches up  
to me.

www.LaurieHarden.com   
  

- Featured Volunteers continued on next page
Afternoon Meadow

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
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FEATURED VOLUNTEERS         

Thank you to all our volunteers.

My compositions include my fascination with shadows and 
light as well as the human emotion. Pastel brands like Terry 
Ludwig, Sennelier and Girault, enhance these qualities. 
I am proud to have received many accolades over the years 
with PSNJ and other organizations. In the summer months I 
participate in outdoor art events through which  
I have developed a following of customers who have 
purchased many of my pieces and provided me with 
commission work as well.
My home studio includes a beautiful work desk that my 
husband built for me. It provides me with a lot of storage and 
workspace. This is where I paint in pastels as well as other 
mediums, including acrylic and watercolors. It also provides 
me with the space to teach private lessons to children.
I became a member of the Pastel Society of New Jersey 
and volunteered to be the Webmaster. It was a wonderful experience being a part of a 
great team and I was impressed by the amount of work that goes into running such a 
wonderful organization. After my term ended, I volunteered for Girls on the Run for 
many seasons as a coach. I am currently volunteering my 
time virtually teaching children guided art lessons. 
They create inspirational drawings that are distributed to 
our healthcare workers during this trying time. 

Beth Varkala continued

Beth’s studio

www.bethvakala.com

Francoise

Peaceful Evening on the Cape

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
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IN REMEMBRANCE
Many of you may have 
been lucky enough to 
know Jeanne Alvine. Just 
a few years ago Jeanne 
was our Featured Award 
Winner. We are sad to 
announce her recent 
passing. She had an illustrious art career. Beyond 
her amazing artisitc talents about which many 
paragraphs could be written, Jeanne was a very 
supportive person with an extremely large heart. 
She supported the PSNJ with vigor and would 
jump in whenever needed. She even took over 
the PSNJ Newsletter for a time regardless of the 
fact that she did not own or know how to use a 
computer (she had some help from her daughter). 
Jeanne was about family and friends and giving 
and art. No matter which aspect of Jeanne you were 
acquainted with, she was someone worth knowing.

THE VALUE OF MEMBERSHIP  
AND THE FEES
Over the past few years, the Board has enacted 
a working budget for current and anticipated 
expenses which has allowed the organization 
to expand in scope and increase in value. As 
the PSNJ has grown with more exhibitons and 
more activities, so has the cost of running the 
organization, most particularly the cost of 
insurance. In order to keep providing our members 
with what they have come to expect, and with 
an eye on what we hope to accomplish, the cost 
of membership must go up slightly this coming 
year. When the membership drive begins this 
summer, you will note a $5 increase listed in your 
membership application. 

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
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MEMBER NEWS: Juried Shows and Awards

Jeri Greeberg 
• Jeri had a multi-page article, “Unscripted Moments”, appear in the June 2020 

issue of Pastel Journal.

Adrian Frankel Giuliani 
• Adrian Frankel Giuliani was pleased to have won an Honorable Mention 

for her piece, Creativity Out of Confusion, in the Pastel Society of 
Colorado Online Juried Exhibition, Visions, with esteemed awards juror, 
Casey Klahn. 

Creativity Out of Confusion

Urmi Battu 
• Urmi has received the Award of Excellence for her painting “Citrus 

Medley” at Livingston Art Association’s Winter Exhibition 2020 held 
in the Caldwell Library this February. 

Citrus Medley

Painters Table

Marjorie Paradise 
• Marjorie is honored to have been accepted as an Associate Member 

of the Pastel Society of America in April.

Rita Agron 
• Rita received the Award of Excellence for her painting, Late Afternoon, 

in the Livingston Art Association in November, 2019.

Late Afternoon

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
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ELECTIONS ARE COMING UP! 
You heard this before: serving on the board with 
fellow dedicated members and taking part in shaping 
and running the PSNJ makes for a meaningful and 
gratifying experience – it’s more personal that way and 
much more fun!
This cycle, the following positions are up for elections. 
As you are already aware, several of us have been 
serving in our current positions for three consecutive 
2-years terms so please consider joining the board or 
rotating to another position if you are already serving. 
A fresh perspective and a change in pace help us 
rejuvenate and stay current.
Election cycles are staggered. Board positions we are 
seeking nominations for this cycle include: 

1. President  
2. First Vice President, Membership 
3. Corresponding Secretary  
4. Programs Director  
5. Newsletter Editor 

In addition, two other positions will become available:
6. Treasurer  
7. Assistant webmaster 

About the board: 
• The board meets 5-6 times per year. 
• Meetings are held on Saturday mornings and 

usually last about three hours. 

Additional discussions and brainstorming are 
conducted via email and ad-hoc committees. 
Board members often take turns in hosting meetings. 
More recently, during this COVID-19 pandemic, we 
used Zoom.

• Board reports are submitted before each meeting 
and before General Meetings.

• Board members are required to attend most 
meetings and can miss an occasional one if 
they have a schedule conflict and quorum is 
maintained.

• Board positions are defined in our bylaws. A  
more detailed description of responsibilities is 
provided on our website’s home page. To learn 
more, please visit: 
https://artspan-fs.s3.amazonaws.com/member_
files/psnj_admin/Board_Description.pdf

We need you. Please consider. 
Thanks.  
Your PSNJ Board

Zoom. The last PSNJ Board meeting was handled in 
that manner quite successfully and we are currently 
considering holding a portion of our meetings with 
all of us all comfortably situated at home. Please let us 
know if  this would encourage your participation. 
Connecting is not only beneficial to you, it is vital to the 
health of the PSNJ. Food for thought as we approach 
the next season.

-submitted by Carol Clemens, Membership Chair

PSNJ THE JOY OF CONNECTING
As so many of us now know, isolation can be 
debilitating. There is a true beatuty in connecting with 
others in a meaningful way. Time to put that new-found 
meaning into practice.
Every year the PSNJ begins another cycle of renewing/
replacing half of its Board members. Many of you have 
considered stepping up but the prospect of traveling 
distances to attend Board meetings is a bit off -putting. 
If there is one positive note of the Covid 19 experience 
it is the emergence of internet meeting rooms such as 

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
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PSNJ NEWSLETTER:  published quarterly (September, December, March, June)

Member Submission Deadline: 10th of the month before (Aug. 10, Nov. 10, Feb. 10, May. 10)
Advertising Deadline: 1st of the month before (Aug. 1, Nov. 1, Feb. 1, May 1)  
See rates ($10-$60) and sizes (1/8-Full) on PSNJ website. Checks should be mailed directly to the Acting 
Treasurer: Michal Barkai, PSNJ, 56 West Lawn Rd., Livingston NJ 07039
Please, submit text & photos electronically to:  newsletter@pastelsocietynj.org 
Please Note: Submissions past deadline will NOT be included. 
IMPORTANT  If you have submitted something and not received a confirmation within a day or two of 
sending, please resend. No confirmation means it wasn’t received.

1/2 Page 
Vertical

Full Page 1/8 Horiz.  
(Bus. Card)

1/4 Page

1/2 Page 
Horizontal

• Page resolution is set at minimum of 300 dpi. 
Lower resolution will result in pixelation.

• Preferred file format: “Press Quality” JPG. 
Other formats accepted if compatible.

• Black type must be set at 100% Black if 
possible

PSNJ ADVERTISING: The PSNJ accepts paid advertisement for 
pastel related workshops, events, materials and services. Please see 
sizes, prices, and technical specifications below. Payment should be 
made to the treasurer in coordination with the newsletter editor. 

UNIT SIZE WIDTH” DEPTH” COST

1/8 Horiz. (Bus. Card) 3.75 2.25 $10

1/4 Page 3.75 4.5 $20

1/2 Page Horizontal 7.5 4.5 $35

1/2 Page Veritcal 9 3.75 $35

Full page 7.5 9 $60

Note: prepaid for the year eligible for 10% discount.

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
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PRESIDENT 
Michal Barkai 
mbarkai1@comcast.net
973.994.7449 

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT/  
MEMBERSHIP 

Carol Clemens 
psnjmembership@icloud.com
973.256.2545 

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT/ 
EXHIBITIONS 
Anita Gladstone, PSNJ
agladstone123@gmail.com 
973.564.6451 

EXHIBITIONS CO-CHAIR

Stephanie Cook
steffi17@optonline.net 
201.934.0589

RECORDING SECRETARY 
Bonnie Wilkenfeld 
bwilk18@gmail.com
973-896-441

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Adrian Giuliani
adrianpastelportraits@gmail.com
908.317.0470

ACTING TREASURER 
Michal Barkai 
mbarkai1@comcast.net
973.994.7449

PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
Margaret Cohen 
mhcohen.nj@gmail.com 
732.549.5568 

PUBLICITY COORDINATOR 
Urmi Battu 
urmibattu@hotmail.com 
973.533.4433  

ACTING NEWSLETTER 
Carol Clemens
newsletter@pastelsocietynj.org

973.256.2545 

WEBMASTER/ SOCIAL MEDIA
Debra Shapiro 
debrashapiro@ymail.com
201.280.3506

ASSISTANT WEBMASTER
Patricia Poppert
patti@pattipoppert.com
215.313.0185

HOSPITALITY 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Marjorie Paradise co-chair
Blake Zoephel co-chair

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PSNJ MISSION STATEMENT
"The mission of the Pastel Society of New Jersey shall be to secure a membership 
of dedicated pastel painters, to promote educational activities such as programs, 
demonstrations, and workshops of  pastel techniques to benefit the artistic and 
professional goals of its members, to exhibit pastel paintings of professional 
quality, to increase and expand opportunities for pastel artists in New Jersey, and 
to promote and educate the public interest in pastel painting."

http://www.pastelsocietynj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1733598626860686/?fref=nf
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