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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Members,
Elections took place at our recent General Meeting and our entire board
team is continuing to serve, each in their respective position and several
for a third term(!). I am grateful to our board members who put numerous
hours to ensure our society runs smoothly, making it a better and everexpanding organization. We should all appreciate their dedication, devotion
and enthusiasm. I hope that by the next election more of you will step up
to continue that tradition, allowing those of us who served long and well
a much-needed change of pace. I would also like to thank all of you, our
members, for your vote of confidence and continued support.
We are offering now more opportunities and enrichment than ever before.
Our program team has grown, and new volunteers will soon promote
workshops, critiques and special events. We have increased the number of
special and juried exhibitions, added a new signature level and formed a
new committee to coordinate additional awards from art vendors. We added
new exhibition venues and will research exhibition possibilities in central
and south Jersey. We have expanded our newsletter and feature members
profiles and articles of interest; We are expanding our web presence and
are now featuring our award winners on our FB group page as well. It’s all
very exciting and to make it possible we need you, our members, to become
involved and take an active role.
I hope you had a chance to visit our annual juried show at the Rahway gallery
and enjoy the beautiful art created by our talented members. The gallery
space was pleasing too – spacious, well-lit and showcased the artwork well
from every angle. The reception was very well attended, and the new awards
added to the level of excitement. With several exhibitions coming, please
review our exhibition guidelines from time to time and remind yourself of
our policies and requirements. See more on that on page 14.
Wishing you all a happy holiday season and a joyful and creative year ahead!
Michal Barkai, President
Pastel Society of New Jersey

www.pastelsocietynj.org

April 2019
Madison Community House
25 Cook Ave, Madison
Demo: Lyn Asselta
April 9 - May 21
Biennial Signature Members
Juried exhibition
Reception Sunday, 4/14 3-5pm
Mayo Performing Arts Center,
Morristown
June 2019
All Member Show
Watchung Arts Center

"The opinions
expressed in featured
articles are those of
the artist and do not
represent any official
stance of the PSNJ."

Facebook PSNJ Member Page
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PSNJ Exhibitions Update- submitted by Anita Gladstone
Small Works Exhibit: I think all involved will consider this extra
exhibit a success. We had 33 members participate with both small
framed and matted portfolio pieces. The reception was lovely and
well attended and during the course of the exhibit 5 paintings were
sold. I think we will look into doing it again next year if possible.
13th Juried Exhibition: Our annual juried members exhibition is up at a new venue this year, The
Gallery Space in Rahway. Our jurors of selection - Casey Klahn, Alain Picard and Jeanne Rosier
Smith - were pretty tough and interestingly didn't seem to agree on much. Those accepted into the
show this year exhibit the high quality of work we have come to expect from our membership. I
can only say that every year the work gets better. Out of 52 paintings entered, we have 41 paintings
hanging. Our awards judge, Brian Bailey, made some interesting choices. The reception was lovely
with a good attendance and most of those there were pleased with the new venue. It definitely shows
the work off nicely!
Upcoming: For 2019 we have our three
standard exhibits scheduled. Our Biennial
Signature Members Juried exhibition will be
held at the Mayo Performing Arts Center in
Morristown from April 9 through May 21st. So
as not to have 2 exhibitions going at the same
time, we've moved the annual open members
exhibit to June at the Watchung Arts Center.
We are still evaluating the new venue for the
annual juried exhibit and will decide whether
to go back for 2019 or return to our old home
at Crane's Mill.
I also wanted to take this opportunity to thank
our intrepid Hospitality Committee - Marjorie
Paradise and Blake Zoephel - for the great job
they do at every reception and event. I am
often remise in acknowledging them, but they
are always there and no one leaves hungry.
Thank you ladies!
Anita Gladstone, Exhibitions Chair

www.pastelsocietynj.org
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Focus on Pastels
Thirteenth Annual Juried Exhibition

The Gallery Space, 1670 Irving St., Rahway, New Jersey
JURORS OF SELECTION:
Casey Klahn, PSA - www.caseyklahn.com
Alain Picard, PSA - www.picardstudio.com
Jeanne Rosier Smith, PSA – www.jeannerosiersmith.com
JUROR OF AWARDS
Brian Bailey, PSA-MP, IAPS-MC - www.brianbaileyartist.com

President’s Award of Excellence Waiting For Inspiration –
Olya Powzaniuk

2 Awards of Excellence

Catch du Jour – Barbara Uhr

Moon Peeking – PJ Aduskevicz

www.pastelsocietynj.org

continued on the next page
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Focus on Pastels - continued

Connecticut Pastel Society Award
Ready to Sail – Linda Crane
Pastel Society Of America Award
Reflecting My Good Side – Anita Gladstone

3 Merit Awards -

Beacon Boats – Elaine Denton

Cherry Lane – Jeri Greenberg
Silence – Marisa Picardo
continued on the next page
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Focus on Pastels - continued
3 Honorable Mentions

Interiors
Laurie Harden

Sheepish – Paula Pearl
Ramapo Reservation
Dennis Marshall

Dick Blick Award Vernal Pond –
Lucia Stout

Great American Art Works Award
Where Will I Go –
Judith Leeds

Jack Richeson Gold Award
- Walk to Cedar Bonnet
– Karen Collins

Terry Ludwig Award
- Dawn Impression –
Sandra Wolf

Jack Richeson Silver Award
- Traveling the Sky – Patricia Poppert

www.pastelsocietynj.org

General Pencil Award All Stars-Journey’s End –
Linda Schwartz
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The volunteers that are featured in this Newsletter have been selected from some of
the founding members of PSNJ , both served on the very first PSNJ Board
• Rita Agron (Exhibitions)
• Louise Woodcox (President Amaritus, Exhibitions Chair) - page 10

Featured Volunteer - Rita Agron

Growing up in Brooklyn, I was fortunate to attend Washington
Irving High School in New York, which offered an intense
program in the visual arts. My early work experience was as
assistant art director at a major publishing company. Moving to
New Jersey provided an opportunity to open an art studio where
I taught drawing and painting. I also taught art in several adult
education schools. Subsequently, I developed a lecture program
called TRIPS and TOURS, which took participants to museums,
art galleries and historic homes in New York, New Jersey,
Connecticut and Pennsylvania. I continued my education later
in life earning a B.A..Degree in Fine Arts at Rutgers University.

Monument Valley

My past artistic endeavors drew me to the mediums of
watercolor, oil, pen and ink, and stone sculpture. However, I
now work exclusively with soft pastel. I find the application
of the medium immediate and satisfying, the colors rich and
glowing,
Among the PSA members with whom I have studied are Daniel
Greene, Richard McKinley, Albert Handell, and Liz Haywood
Sullivan. I am a founding member of PSNJ as well as a past
Member of the Board. In the early days of PSNJ, I was the Vice
President as well as the Exhibition Committee Chairman. We
all had many jobs to do. We started with five people, met every
week and through the years developed into the wonderful
organization that we are today. I have also served as a Member
of the Board of the Catharine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club. I am
also a Signature Member of the Pastel Society of America and
the Connecticut Pastel Society, a Fellow Member of American
Artists Professional League, and Associate member of Allied
Artists. Since 2005, I was fortunate to receive 92 awards,
including six Best in Show, the Silver Medal Award of Honor, an
award by PSA, and many Awards of Excellence.
continued on the next page
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Swedish Summer

Sandy Hook
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Featured Volunteer- Rita Agron - continued

I lived in Montville and was surrounded by beautiful lakes
Rita taken at the Bernardsville Public Library
and mountains, which forever inspired me to paint. While
nature supplies shape and movement, light and shadow, what
we create with them depends on what lies within ourselves.
When painting a landscape, I observe the effects of atmosphere,
weather conditions, and changing light. These present
challenges as well as inspiration, I try to transform what I see
into what I paint, blending an emotional response to nature's
changing seasons.
For me, painting from life builds a deep understanding about
how light and form interact. Because of my early training, I
tend to use my pastels in a painterly manner, whether it be a
landscape, portrait or still life, focusing on the importance of
the subject, sometimes rendering all else with less detail

Central Park Underpass

I use a combination of Terry Ludwig and Unison pastels.
Occasionally, I also work with Sennelier half stick, while
favorite grounds are Wallis, UART 400, 280 and 320 pastel
papers.
Growth for an artist is generally slow and unconcious. Real
progress takes place over a long period of time as you expose
yourself to what you see and how you interpret that which
surrounds you. This is a continuing process. At times, I
approach a painting with a highly experimental attitude and
take risks in order to develop a technique that I haven't tried
in the past. I try to extend my reach, and in this way, hope to
change and develop. This is a life long process.

Demo from 2011 for the Pastel Salon,
photo credit Catherine Love

What we experience, we let into our conciousness, and through
art, we express and reflect who we are. My hope is to challenge
myself, experiment with new ideas and continue to grow as an
artist.

agronart.artspan.com
Winterset

www.pastelsocietynj.org
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It’s time to get PUMPED and it’s great!
Paid Up Membership Program - Sept, 16, 2018

Paint Around participants
Judy Leeds, Karen Tighe, Laurie Harden, and Stephanie Cook -

Each artist started on a given surface (some pre-toned) they then proceeded to an adjacent
surface for 10 minutes continuing round robin for 10 minutes each. Each artist then finished
on their original surface to revise and hone the finished painting.

www.pastelsocietynj.org

Facebook PSNJ Member Page

PASTEL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY
General Meeting
Sunday, October 28, 2018
Demo by Adrian Giuliani.
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https://adrianfineart.wixsite.com/adriangiuliani

Adrian is a Signature member of the Pastel Society of America, the Pastel Society of New Jersey, and the
Alabama Pastel Society. Her work has been noted for its expressiveness, brilliant, rich colors and loose,
fluid strokes, energy and movement. Adrian’s work has been juried into many national and international
exhibitions and has won numerous awards.

Adrian shares her thanks & finished still life after the demo

Hi all,
First of all, I greatly enjoyed doing the pastel demonstration at the PSNJ General Meeting! Thank
you so much for inviting me. Although I went back into the demo at home, the set up was difficult to
translate to a finished piece. However, I did just complete this still life, with the red and blue cloths and
my reflective tea kettle and fuchsia mug, and I wanted to share it with you. It was begun at the pastel
class that I teach and is very similar to the one I did at the PSNJ demo. I thought you might want to see
it. It was done on a 9” X 12” piece of Pastel Premier Italian Clay sanded paper. Done from life
Thanks again everyone! Adrian

Still Life with blue and red cloths
done in similar manner

www.pastelsocietynj.org

General Meeting Demo
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Featured Volunteer

Louise Woodcox (President Amaritus, Exhibitions Chair)
I became involved early on with PSNJ Actually, Rita Agron
approached me and asked if I was a Pastelist. She explained what
was happening and the goals of the Society. It all sounded good to
me so I became a member. It wasn’t long before I was involved with
Exhibitions as Rita’s co-chair. At that time there wasn’t much of a
plan so I volunteered to create the overview for future exhibits . I
eventually became the chairperson of exhibitions. I was involved with
exhibitions for 5 years when the opportunity arose for the President’s
office. I decided to run for the office since I had a diverse background
and also to implement some of the visions I had for PSNJ, I did 2
terms as President and during those 4 years there was a great deal
accomplished for the growing Society.

I am also a member of West Essex Art Association, Art Centre of
NJ, associate member of Audobon and Allied Artists. I still chair
the exhibits for the West Essex Art Association. That is about all the
time I have in my life now to give to volunteering. The time spent is
enjoyable and the camaraderie with fellow artists is what it is all about.

Copper Glow received an award for Best Floral.

www.pastelsocietynj.org

continued on the next page
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Featured Volunteer- Louise Woodcox - continued

When I first had a studio in my home it was one of the upstairs rooms
which was satisfactory at the time. However, I realized I needed a different
environment for a studio. That is when one of the garage bays was created
into a studio for me. It worked quite well for a number of years. In the last
several years I realized I would like a bigger space. That’s when I decided
to utilize the barn that sits on my property. The space is quite large and
by adding a door and window in the barn door opening, that gave me the
extra natural light needed. Some minor repairs, white paint, peg board on
one wall to hang paintings, finished or unfinished. To welcome whoever
enters, I have a small sitting area with an area carpet that finishes the space
off nicely. I have been enjoying my new studio, but my other studio is the
landscape. Since I really enjoy painting en plein aire I probably spend
more time out doors than in the studio.
The process I follow whenever I start a painting session is to make sure that I have all the items necessary
to create a new piece of art. If I am working in my studio, I like it mostly quiet, being surrounded by
my books and painting supplies gives me inspiration to create. Sometime leafing through one of my art
books will inspire me to start the process. But, when I am painting in the open aire there is so much to be
inspired by. Just to see what nature has provided for us as artists sometimes can be overwhelming. As I
approach the landscape I scan the area and something will jump out. I know immediately this is the spot.
I do some small thumbnails to get started then set out to paint. As often as I am painting in the landscape
there is always a feeling of excitement and what will be the final result. I work small when I do plein aire
painting because I like to finish the piece on site. There is a certain spontaneity that can not be replicated
in the studio. For me, the small paintings, some good some not so good, are the elements of becoming a
better artist.
I still enjoy setting up a still life to create a painting, as
well as doing figure work, but mostly I love to use the
outdoors as my studio, painting plein aire. I am lucky to
be surrounded by several acres of property that my parents
farmed for many years. Now that the fields that once
produced flowers and vegetables have grown into beautiful
meadow, I have the best places to paint the ever changing
landscape. I enjoy working several mediums to capture the
scene before me. Be it oil paint, pastel or watercolor, I love
it all.

continued on the next page
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Featured Volunteer- Louise Woodcox - continued

My first set of pastels were 10 sticks of Grumbacher,
in a small box. Then during the years when I was
at the study of art, learning to work with pastels, I
acquired many sticks of Rembrants and Nu-Pastels.
Over the years I have many more brands that I use,
such as Sennerlier, Unison, Terry Ludwig, Schmicke,
Great American and others. Who can resist the
luscious colors in those sticks. My way of working
is how I feel about the subject. Sometimes I start
with darks and go to the lights, other times I start
in the middle ranges. I do an underpainting in
complementary colors. l layer my colors to build up
the surprising elements that can only be done with

pastels. I use many different papers, but I still enjoy work on Canson Mi-Tients (on the smoother side),
which is the first paper that I used when I first started working with Pastels. As of now I have a few
unfinished pieces that I would like to go back into and see what comes.
I have won many awards over the years which are accomplishments of dedication and continuous learning of the art of painting. However, just to be an artist is the biggest accomplishment that I am most
proud of.

www.pastelsocietynj.org
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PSNJ workshop with Karen Israel - submitted by Catherine Love
On November 10 & 11, we had a informative
workshop ‘The WOW Factor: Dynamic Design’.
There was a basic presentation on the different
types of composition: simple and combined.
The interactive cropping of refernce photos
helped identify exciting designs to bring
through completion. Students worked with
value, Notans, and charcoal value sketches to
identify the focal points for their individual
painting.
All in all, I felt the experience was rewarding
in creating new excitement, inspiration, and
friendships.
Pictures on this page show Karen with her value and reference pictures and then a
sequence of in-process pictures with the finished demo piece on the lower right.

www.pastelsocietynj.org
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Member News: Juried Shows and Awards

Adrian Giuliani, PSA, PSNJ, APS

All You Need is Love, was juried into the 46th Annual Pastel Society of America Exhibition, has
won the Herman Margulies Bequest Award and, as part of the PSA Collector’s Program, her
piece was purchased by the curator of the National Arts Club for their permanent collection."
Anita Gladstone’s
Stairing, was juried into the American Artists Professional League 90th
Grand National Exhibition being held at the Salmagundi Club from
Nov. 11 - Nov. 18. https://www.americanartistsprofessionalleague.org/
online_90_accepted.htm#gallery

Dear PSNJ members,
In the thirteen years since the establishment of the PSNJ, our organization has grown, evolved and
continued to improve. We now keep in step with other well-respected pastel communities. Much of this
development has come in the form of quality exhibition opportunities. Our annual juried exhibition now
rivals some of the best in the nation. This is a the result of implementing stronger standards that reflect
the growing skill and quality of work being produced by our members.
In an effort to avoid any misunderstandings, we would like to bring to your attention once again to the
clause included in the juried show prospectus that you, the submitting artist, sign:
“I understand that this registration is for the specific above named painting. No other painting may be
substituted in its place and it must be identical to the jpg submitted. I hereby agree to accept all terms and
conditions set forth in this prospectus. Signature on entry registration form constitutes agreement to the
terms of this prospectus.”
Please note that the requirement for the artwork to be identical to the jpg file submitted also means you
cannot continue to work on your painting and alter it from the jpg submitted. Not only must the work
be identical in appearance and title to the jpg file submitted, it must be the same painting in fact, not
a reproduction. As such, the Eligibility clause states: “PSNJ reserves the right to turn away any work
misrepresented or unsuitably presented”.
If you have any questions about future submissions please do not hesitate to contact the Exhibition
committee.
Please always read each prospectus carefully and review the eligibility guidelines. In the end it is up to
each of us to abide by the exhibition requirements and maintain the integrity of the PSNJ.
Respectfully,
The PSNJ Board

www.pastelsocietynj.org
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We invite the pastel artists in your society to join us in Sedona for our
3rd Arizona Pastel Artists Association Open Exhibition from April 9 to 23, 2019.
We have collaborated with the Sedona Art Center to have this exhibition in the busiest tourist season of
the year. In addition, Tony Allain, our awards judge, will be doing a demo on the reception morning and
a three day workshop during the first 3 days of the show. Over $6000 in award prizes.
The deadline for entry is Feb. 19, 2019 at www.apaa.wildapricot.org.
Any questions can be directed Sharon Frey, APAA President, sharon.frey@gmail.com or 520-609-7929

www.pastelsocietynj.org
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PSNJ Mission Statement

"The mission of the Pastel Society of New Jersey shall be to secure
a membership of dedicated pastel painters, to promote educational
activities such as programs, demonstrations, and workshops of pastel
techniques to benefit the artistic and professional goals of its members,
to exhibit pastel paintings of professional quality, to increase and
expand opportunities for pastel artists in New Jersey, and to promote
and educate the public interest in pastel painting."
Quarterly Newsletter
Publish Dates Early
March
June
September
December

PSNJ Newsletter:
Quarterly
Member Submission Deadline: 10th of the month before
Advertisement Deadline:
1st of the month before
Please, submit text & photos electronically to
Catherine Love, Editor
newsletter@pastelsocietynj.org

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
PRESIDENT
Michal Barkai
mbarkai1@comcast.net
973.994.7449
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT/
MEMBERSHIP
Carol Clemens
psnjmembership@icloud.com
973.256.2545
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT/
EXHIBITIONS
Anita Gladstone, PSNJ
agladstone123@gmail.com
973.564.6451
Exhibitions Co-Chair
Stephanie Cook
steffi17@optonline.net
201.934.0589
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Bonnie Wilkenfeld
bwilk18@gmail.com
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Urmi Battu
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Adrian Giuliani
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ACTING TREASURER
Michal Barkai
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